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Secteur des opérations régionales (MFFP-SOR) 
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BMMB) 

 

BESNER, Dominic (Program Leader) Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) 

LANGLAIS, Daniel (Collaborator) Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) 



 

 



 
 

 BNQ 9825-300/2018 

 

 

 © BNQ, 2018 

CONTENTS 

Page 

1 PURPOSE 2

2 NORMATIVES REFERENCES 2

2.1 LAWS, REGULATIONS AND SIMILAR DOCUMENTS 2

2.2 ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS 3

3 DEFINITIONS 4

3.1 TERMS 4

3.2 ABBREVIATIONS 6

4 CERTIFICATION PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS 7

5 TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 7

5.1 TRAINING 7

5.2 PREVENTION AND ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCY 8

5.3 MANAGEMENT OF PETROLEUM EQUIPMENT, PETROLEUM 
PRODUCTS AND FOREST MACHINERY 9

5.4 MANAGEMENT OF RESIDUAL HAZARDOUS MATERIALS AND 
CONTAMINATED SOILS 10

5.5 TIMBER HARVESTING AND FOREST ROAD WORK PRACTICES 10

5.6 NON-COMMERCIAL SILVICULTURAL WORK PRACTICES 10

5.7 FOREST CAMP MANAGEMENT 11

5.8 ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT OF FOREST WORK SITE CLOSURE 11

5.9 HANDLING OF NONCONFORMITIES 12

5.10 REPORTING 12

5.11 CESSATION OF WORK 12

5.12 COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS AND REGULATIONS 12

5.13 DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT 12

5.14 SUBCONTRACTING 13



 
 

 BNQ 9825-300/2018 

 

 

© BNQ, 2018 

6 RULES OF PROCEDURE FOR THE CERTIFICATION PROGRAM 13

6.1 APPLICATION FOR INITIAL CERTIFICATION 13

6.2 CERTIFICATION PROCESS 13

6.3 PREPARATION FOR AND CONDUCTING OF THE INITIAL AUDIT 13

6.4 CORRECTIVE ACTION REQUESTS (CARS) 14

6.5 CERTIFICATION DECISION 15

6.6 MAINTENANCE AND RE-CERTIFICATION AUDITS 15

7 RESPONSIBILITIES AND COMMITMENTS OF THE BNQ AND OF THE 
COMPANY 17

7.1 BNQ 17

7.2 COMPANY 17

7.3 PROVISIONS RELATED TO MODIFICATIONS OF PROGRAM 
REQUIREMENTS 18

7.4 MODIFICATIONS MADE T VITIES 18

7.5 SCOPE OF THE CERTIFICATION 18

7.6 MODIFICATIONS S LEGAL STATUS 
OR COMPANY NAME 19

8 SUSPENSION AND WITHDRAWAL OF A CERTIFICATE 19

8.1 GENERAL 19

8.2 SUSPENSION PROCESS 19

8.3 WITHDRAWAL OR NON-RECOMMENDATION PROCESS 20

8.4 HANDLING OF COMPLAINTS AND REQUESTS FOR REVIEW 20

ANNEX A  LICENCE FOR THE USE OF THE BNQ CERTIFICATE AND 
CERTIFICATION MARK 22

ANNEX B  INFORMATIVE REFERENCES 24

ANNEX C  BIBLIOGRAPHY 26

 



 
 

 BNQ 9825-300/2018 

 

 

 page 1 © BNQ, 2018 

FOREST MANAGEMENT COMPANIES  

ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS  

CERTIFICATION PROGRAM (CEAF PROGRAM) 

INTRODUCTION 

The Sustainable Forest Development Act (SFDA), assented to on April 1, 2010, brings about 
significant changes to the forestry regime. 

Among these changes, forest management activities planned by the Ministère des Forêts, de la 
Faune et des Parcs (MFFP) will be conducted by companies holding certificates recognized by the 
Minister to ensure that they act in compliance with the Politique environnementale et forestière du 
Secteur des opérations régionales (see Annex B) of the Ministère when they operate on public land.  

The Minister currently recognizes two certificates: the current international standard ISO 14001 and 
the certification program described in this document. The latter offers the advantage of a turnkey 
product that could be more appropriate for small businesses, since it provides a defined framework 
and a series of documents to guide the companies  approach. 

It is thus up to public forest timber harvesting companies, either within the framework of the free 
timber market, the exercise of a guarantee of supply, a delegation of management agreement for 
intra-municipal public territories and non-commercial silvicultural companies, to choose the option 
best suited to their situation. 

NOTE  SFDA, c. 62: "Planned forest development activities are carried out by the Minister or by 
forest development enterprises that hold the certificates recognized by the Minister or that are registered in 
a program to obtain such certificates. They may also be carried out under the supervision and responsibility 
of an enterprise that holds the required certificates or is registered in a program to obtain such certificates." 
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1 PURPOSE 

This document establishes the requirements for a certification program for companies performing 
timber harvesting, forest road work, camp management and non-commercial silvicultural work. The 
certification program is intended to confirm that companies fulfill a set of fundamental requirements 
regarding the control of the impact of their activities on the environment. 

NOTE  The certification program requires the use of forms, instructions, guidelines and other 
documents developed by the MFFP and provided by the BNQ as part of the program. 

The certification program applies to companies that carry out planned management activities in 
public forests under the Sustainable Forest Development Act (SFDA). 

NOTE  It should be mentioned that the transport of timber, whether carried out by the company or 
subcontracted to a given company, is excluded from the certification program. However, this activity is 
governed by the laws and regulations in force. 

It is important to note that the determination of the requirements of Chapter 5 and the 
accompanying documents presented in Chapter 2 is the exclusive responsibility of the MFFP. These 
requirements are based on the MFFP s environmental contractual requirements. The MFFP has 
mandated the BNQ to lead a committee composed of MFFP representatives, whose names appear in 
the foreword. The MFFP reserves the right to mandate the BNQ to amend the document in 
consultation with the committee. 

NOTE  Compliance with the requirements of the certification program does not imply that a company 
complies with all laws and regulations applicable to all of its activities or relieve it from this obligation, nor 
does it relieve it from the obligation to comply with all clauses in contracts or agreements with the MFFP 
or its delegates. 

2 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 

The references below (including any amendment or errata) are normative references, and are 
therefore considered mandatory. They are essential to the understanding and use of this 
document/part, and are cited in appropriate places in the text. 

It should be noted that a dated normative reference refers to that specific edition of the reference, 
while a non-dated normative reference refers to the latest edition of the reference in question. 

NOTE  This document also cites informative references, which are listed in an Annex.  
A bibliography of references on topics covered in this document is also annexed.  

2.1 LAWS, REGULATIONS AND SIMILAR DOCUMENTS 

QUÉBEC. Construction Code (B-1.1, r. 2). 

QUÉBEC. Safety Code (B-1.1, r. 3). 

QUÉBEC. Sustainable Forest Development Act (A-18.1). 


